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‘;rJATERFO?a CEBSUS PLAXNED 
B!! ‘THE EIOLOGICAL SUWEY 

A mo*?thly census of waterfowl at selected points \ 

throughout the United States is bei;lg planned by the Biological Survey of the 

United States Department of .4griculture. It v4.11 be an aid In administe$ng 

the Federal migratory-bird treaty act and.the regulations thereunder,. for the 

protection of birds tha; migrate be2wken the United States and Canada. The 

underiaking is fc?. tile psrdcss of o>i;ai.ning accurate informaticn ragarding 

the numbers, distribution, and migration of waterfowl throughout the United , 

States, Canada, ax. Mex:.cc The project is important not only to the country 

, 

as a whole and to each of the States, but also, to all org&nizations that are 

‘primarily concerned with the conservation of game, all sportsmen, and all 

others interested in wild fowl or their conservation. 

In carrying aut this projected work the Biological Survey plans to 

establish as many volunteer observation stations as possible, particularly 

in areas where there is great concentration of waterfowl in winter or during 

migration. In &V.tion, it is desired to gather all possible information 

regarding the numbers and distribution of our waterfowl during the breeding, 

season. 0% the selected areas accurate counts or estimates of ducks, geese, 

swans, and Ioots are to be made throughout the country each month on the same 
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designated dates. ?&en the numbers of birds are small enough actual counts 

will be made, ;:ld otherTis=, estimates of thair nunbers. Accuracy in these 

counts and estimates is insisted upon as of prime importance to the purpose 

of the no&. It is hoped by thc;e Y:,~;;Is~L :I;o “.earn not only more than 

has ever before been possible to know ef the numbers of the ducks, geese, 

sw&irJs , and coots, but also additional facts regarding their distribution 

and their migration routes. By repeating the observations during succeed- 

ing years it mill be possible to de%ernine whether these birds, so im- 

pOi’%aIl% t0 the snortsmen and to the country at large, are actually incress- 

fng or decrezsing. It will ais t.hrcn light cn the causes of local fluctua- . 
tions that often are puzzling. Each census taker is urgei to select the 

area of greatest concentra$io:l in his iocal.ity tind one t’;lat can be con- 

veniently covered in co. sin&e 22~ o: a Torc:ior- of a day. 

This project sill be inaugurated during the coming August. Coopera- 

tion fs assured from various agexies of the United States Government, in-. 

eluding the National Park Service, Lfgnthouse Service, Coast ‘Guard, Bureau 

of Fisheries, Bureau of Iieclamation, @f$ice oi Indian Affairs, Bureau of 

Education, and the Forest Service, leather Bilreau, and Extension Service 

‘of the United States Department of Agriculture. Cooperation has been in- 

vited from sportsmen’s organizations, conservation societies, State depart- 

merits, sportsmen, ornithologists, and other interested organizations and 

individuals. 


